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feel completely secure. But now. . . . This same geo-
graphic position, which has not changed, has become a
source of unease. The frozen wastes in which, thirtv
years ago, no one had any interest, have, thanks to the
aeroplane, become thoroughfares. The most desirable,
because the shortest, aerial pathways between the
United States and Europe cross Canadian territory,
even those routes which unite Europe and America
across the North Atlantic. Once considered the "aerial
platform of the British Empire/'18 Canada is probably
on the way to becoming, if it has not already become,
the first aerial platform of the world. There must be
considered, also, the fact that the frozen wastes of the
North conceal precious deposits of uranium. If ever
there was a country that wishes peace above all else,
which needs peace, and will do nothing to disturb the
peace, that country is Canada. It has no desire to
expand its territory, nourishes no dream of domina-
tion, and consequently repudiates all forms of im-
perialism, economic or political, as it does all forms of
tutelage, European or any other kind. If it has become
a military power it is in spite of itself, and there is not
a Canadian who, recognizing the lack of proportion
between the military strength of the country and its
population, does not fear to see Canada play the part
of a subordinate, whether military or political.19 Thus

18  According to the late Louis Gillet, member of the French
Academy.

19  A National Defence budget of $383,000,000 was approved
in December 194.9.    This was the greatest peacetime appropriation
that Canada has ever made.    In March 1949, the effective strength
of the  Services were as  follows:  (a)   Army,   18,000;   (b)   Navy,
8,OOO; (c) Air Force, 14,000.    For 1950 the combined objective
of  the three  sendees  is  a strength of  50,000  and the National
Defence budget has exceeded $400,000,000,